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Trees inside the APZ should be not clumped together and have an overall canopy cover percentage 
of 10-15%, so for example, at midday the shadow cast from the trees inside the APZ shall only be 
10-15% on the ground and all canopies shall be separated by 5m minimum.

Hazard separation in the form of using design elements including driveways, water tanks or excluded 
and low threat vegetation adjacent to the structure may be sited inside the APZ. 

The APZ includes a defendable space which is an area adjoining the asset within which firefighting 
operations can be undertaken to defend the structure. Vegetation within the defendable space 
should be kept at an absolute minimum and the area should be free from combustible items, 
ground fuels and obstructions. The width of the defendable space is dependent on the space which 
is available on the property, but as a minimum should be 3 metres. 

The APZ should be contained solely within the boundaries of the lot on which the building is 
situated, except in instances where the neighbouring lot or lots will be managed in a low-fuel state 
on an ongoing basis, in perpetuity and the BAL rating can be maintained at BAL-29 or below.

The APZ may include public roads, waterways, footpaths, buildings, rocky outcrops, golf courses, 
maintained parkland as well as cultivated gardens in an urban context, but does not include 
grassland or vegetation on a neighbouring rural lot, farmland, wetland reserves and unmanaged 
public reserves. APZs can adversely affect the retention of native vegetation. 

An APZ is an area that is a set 
distance from a dwelling or 
any structure that is less than 
6m from that dwelling, the 
APZ is managed to reduce the 
bushfire hazard to an 
acceptable level. 

The width of the required APZ 
varies with slope and 
vegetation. The APZ should at 
a minimum be of sufficient 
size to ensure the potential 
BAL rating does not exceed 
BAL-29.

The APZ will be lot specific 
and shown in orange for my 
BAL documents, Like Right: 



Upper canopy cover inside 
your specific APZ area to be: 

- <15% canopy cover
- 5m Spacing between         

canopies

Trees are assessed as if they 
are  FULLY mature!

Groups of trees need to be 
reduced to leave the 

healthiest or largest tree.
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GOOD

Fuels Removed to be removed 2m in height

BAD BAD

GOOD

BAD

BAD

Grass to <100mmGOOD

Fuels to be removed to 2m in height

Ground Fuels to be Removed

Final Fuel load of <2t/Ha

BAD



GOOD

Ground covers
0-0.5m Height

Grass cut to <100mm

GOOD

Irrigation and Spacing of Shrubs

Ground Fuels Removed

Fuels to 2m height removed

GOOD

GOOD

Final Fuel load of <2t/Ha



GOOD
Ground covers
0-0.5m Height

GOOD

Trees are in a Group, 
Remove the smaller 
or unhealthy trees

Ground Fuels Removed

Fuels Ground to 2m height 
removed

BAD

GOOD

Final Fuel load of <2t/HaGround Fuels Removed

GOOD

Canopy <15% & 
Trees are not 
grouped

You can see Some sky sky
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